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First Negro Pen Employe Set Enmable Record

R « B day, 3 days a week, 8 hours

By MARJORIE MARLETTE

An enthusiastic man of
many parts is leaving the
staff of the State Peni-

‘tentiary this week after:

—Starting a musical in-
struction pregram probably
unequalled in any prison the
same size in the country.

—Handling 350 to 400 inter-
tional parole officer.

man being . . . who gave un-
selfishly of his time and

asked nothing in return but #

cooperation.”

Says Warden Maurice
Sigler of Parole Officer Ev-
erett Reynolds, “‘we’ll miss
him , he’s made a real

cont:ibutmn here.”
*Reynolds, the prison’s first

Negro employe, has been
parole officer and music ¥

director since January 1962.
In these positions he has

had close contact with the £

inmate population.

Besides regular interviews
he talks to another 100 or
200 prisoners in the yard, or
in class.

He explamns mailing and
visiting regulations, parole
procedures, compiles case
histories, and helps answer

questions and solve the per-,

sonal problems of the men.

‘““As parole officers, we're

concerned with inmates as
individuals,” he said.
‘Not the Best’

’views a month as institu- = §

*—Receiving the accolade
of inmates as a “fine hu- = g

Reynolds . . .

“Not many institutions this
size have developed the pro-
gram we have,” he said
proudly.

He aiso teaches elemen-
tary and advanced theory
classes which can earn m-
mates 5 to 7 credits in the
academic school program.
For this, he edited and pub-
lished a theory book espec-
ially geared to the limita-
tions of the institution.

or more the other tweo (ol"
sometimes 3 or 4.)

Says the Forum: “His

d Charitable approach to a8

man serving a sentence
would have drained the en-
ergies of an ordirary man,
but his belief that each man
should be accorded treat-

“ “* ment with undivided consid-

‘a fine human being.’

the music department, and
there’s no restrictions as to
who can be in the band.

“A rare opportunity,” the
Forum, prison newspaper,
declared, noting that ‘‘before
Mr. Reynolds came to the
institution, an inmate had
little chance to learn to play
an instrument of his
choice.”

In his prison work, Rey-

" The ordinary backgrounci/ There are 125 enrolled in nolds has devoted 13 hours

of these indivduals js poor, he
added. .““We do not have so-
ciety’s best here. They do
not have well-established
homes, many do not work

regg'lzrl_y. Many are drink-

In music, Reynolds has
accomplished a great deal in
2 short time.

He has set up band courses
in which men who have nev-
er had any music can, in 2
vears, learn to play as other
musicians,

eration caused him to devote
more to his job than just 8
hours.

““We sincerely believe that
the tolerant touch of Mr.
Reynolds has affected the
lives of all who have had
the pleasure of his acquain.
tanm ”

‘All Are Good’

While Reynolds was the
first Negro officer In the
Penal Complex, 10 others
have since been added to the
staff and ‘“‘all are good,”
Warden Sigler says.

The parole officer is leav-
ing with regret. He likes
his work at the prison . . .
“I've had a good relation-
ship with both the staff and
the inmate population,

“And I've learned an aw.
ful lot.

“But, he explains, be is al-
so a minister and “I would
like to use what I’ve learned
in a more productive wxy >

Since 1956, Rev. Mr. Rey
nolds has been pastor of
Newman Methodist Church*
in Lincoln. Beginning July
20, he will become minister
of St. Mark’s Church in Wi-
chita.

L

* The Rev. M: Beynoldl,
his wife, and 3 sons have
found Lincoln ‘“a good bome,”’”

“I‘vnhadalotdﬂnom

“Lincoln” he noted,

“doesn’t have any problems
they can’t solve

| race, alcohol. As the town
' looks at a problem, it will
| do more,” he concluded.




